
Kirk Session Report 2020 

As we began 2020 all activities had to be conducted in the Cliftonville hall as refurbishment 

to the main building was still ongoing. By the middle of March even that was not possible as  

Government restrictions due to the Coronavirus pandemic meant that all church activities on 

site were prohibited. However, from Sunday 22nd March it was possible to hold services on 

line via Zoom. Recordings of the services were also made available to listen to on line or on  

cd. Our special thanks to all who made this possible especially to Rev Lockhart and Kyle 

Hutton. Rev Lockhart also encouraged daily readings in the Psalms which could be viewed 

via the church website. Our thanks also to those who were willing to keep  in touch with 

others via telephone using lists supplied by Rev Lockhart. All this meant members  could still 

stay connected even though we could not meet together in church. Meeting via Zoom also 

gave the opportunity during services to link up with others within the UK and also overseas 

in Thailand and Cambodia.  

By September lockdown had been lifted and church gatherings were allowed and as 

refurbishment was complete we were able to meet in the main church. However meetings 

were only allowed if everyone wore a face mask and were socially distanced which meant 

numbers were limited and names had to be submitted by those wishing to come to church. 

For others the service was still available on Zoom, on line and on cd. 

At the end of September we welcomed our Moderator, Dr David Bruce, who led the service 

and dedicated our refurbished facilities. A special thanks to Rev Ronnie Hetherington and 

Rev John Woodside who spoke at a number of services during the year. Churches were again 

in lockdown at the end of November but allowed to open for Christmas services. 

From the first lockdown in March it was not possible to continue with regular Sunday 

evening services, Home Fellowship Groups or midweek meetings but a monthly Prayer 

Central was held via Zoom. Also, we thank all who have prayed faithfully at home during the 

year. On Sunday afternoon 19th April we were encouraged to join in private prayer for 

various congregations within the North Belfast Presbytery and later in the year  Moderator Dr 

David Bruce initiated a Moderator’s weekend of prayer from 27-29 November.  

We held two Communion services during the year. January was held as normal but in 

November it was only possible socially distanced and using small individual disposable 

communion cups collected on arrival. Even with all restrictions in place it was encouraging to 

meet together around the Lord’s table. 

Our thanks to all our organisation leaders and helpers during a frustrating year with on site 

meetings not possible from March. Some were able to meet via Zoom  during lockdowns 

which was much appreciated and our thanks also to Anne Acheson and Hugh Smyth for their 

commitment to the children and young people of Sunday School and Bible Class. 

We wish to thank Laura Patterson, Music Director, and her team  for leading praise week by 

week and for all the extra work involved in periods using Zoom during lockdowns. Our 

thanks also to those involved in technical support.    

We wish to offer our sympathy to all in our church family who were bereaved during a year 

in which there were so many restrictions around funerals. 



2020 has been a very challenging year by any standards and we have experienced a time of 

upheaval, restrictions and worry. We appreciate that some in our congregation may have felt 

anxious, isolated, lonely or have had money concerns but we believe God has been at work in 

uniting and encouraging us even during a year of adversity and our prayer is that we continue 

to trust Him for 2021.  

“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah Ch 29 v 11 

Malcolm Frew 

Clerk of Session 

    

 

    

   


